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 Welcome and Announcements                  Roger Scovill 
Prelude                     Noah Davis 
Choir Introit 
Call to Worship-Responsive:                         Liturgist 

Liturgist: Through God’s miracle of grace, 
  we have come through the night 
  and arrived at this glorious dawn. 
All:  Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

Liturgist: All doors are open, all creation sings, 
  all that was broken is made whole, 
  and we have new life.  
All:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Liturgist: Let all that has life and breath praise the Lord! 
All:  Christ has risen, let us praise the Lord! 

Opening Prayer:  

Risen Lord, we turn from the night’s vigil 
toward the first rays of your new dawn 
warming all creation.  We praise you 
that you are alive here with us and 
that no power can stop your love. 
Teach us what it means for Death 
to relinquish its hold on us, that with 
renewed hearts we might know 
resurrection hope in our bodies 
and cry, Alleluia! Amen.  

* Opening Hymn  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” #232  GTG              Congregation 
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 * Call to Confession                 Liturgist 
This is a day of celebration, and nothing should prevent 
us from lifting our voices in praise to God.  We must not 
hide the things we have done or failed to do, the things that do  
not imitate the perfect love of Christ. We must not let them fester and 
stifle our joy. Therefore, let us bring them before God in confession. 

* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

Resurrected Christ, 
there is nothing we can do 
to deserve the grace you give us. 
There is no way we can earn your love, 
there is no way we can be worthy 
of your forgiveness. 
And yet you shower these mercies on us. 
You, who have taken away the sting of death, 
meet us where we are, 
in our doubt and fear, 
in our regrets and shame, 
in our delight and awe. 
Meet us here in this place, 
and call us once again to trust in you. 

* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

Leader: God says to us, I have loved you 
  with an everlasting love; there- 
  fore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 
All:  Christ says to us, Do not be afraid. 
Leader: We need not fear; we are forgiven, 
All:  we are loved, we are redeemed! 
  Alleluia! 

*Responding to Grace:     “Gloria Patri” #581 GTG                        Congregation 

Time With Young Disciples        
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Prayer for Illumination               Liturgist 
Living God, with joy we celebrate 
the presence of your risen Word. 
Enliven our hearts by your Holy Spirit 
so that we may proclaim the good news 
of eternal and abundant life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

First Scripture Reading:   Colossians 3:1-4 
You have been raised up with Christ. So, think about things that are in heaven. That is where Christ is. 
He is sitting at God’s right hand. Think about things that are in heaven. Don’t think about things that 
are only on earth. You died. Now your life is hidden with Christ in God. Christ is your life. When he 
appears again, you also will appear with him in heaven’s glory. 
Second Scripture Reading:  Matthew 28:1-10 
The Sabbath day was now over. It was dawn on the first day of the week. Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 
There was a powerful earthquake. An angel of the Lord came down from heaven. The angel went to the 
tomb. He rolled back the stone and sat on it. His body shone like lightning. His clothes were as white 
as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
The angel said to the women, “Don’t be afraid. I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. He is not here! He has risen, just as he said he would! Come and see the place where he was 
lying. Go quickly! Tell his disciples, ‘He has risen from the dead. He is going ahead of you into Galilee. 
There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
So the women hurried away from the tomb. They were afraid, but they were filled with joy. They ran to 
tell the disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings!” he said. They came to him, took hold of his 
feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to 
Galilee. There they will see me.”  This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
Anthem               Choir 

Gospel Reading:  John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb. It was still dark. She saw that the 
stone had been moved away from the entrance. So she ran to Simon Peter and another disciple, the 
one Jesus loved. She said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb! We don’t know where they have 
put him!” 
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So, Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb. Both of them were running. The other disciple 
ran faster than Peter. He reached the tomb first. He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 
there. But he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came along behind him. He went straight into the tomb. 
He saw the strips of linen lying there. He also saw the funeral cloth that had been wrapped around 
Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place. It was separate from the linen. The disciple who had 
reached the tomb first also went inside. He saw and believed. They still did not understand from 
Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back to where they were staying. 
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene 
But Mary stood outside the tomb crying. As she cried, she bent over to look into the tomb.  She saw 
two angels dressed in white. They were seated where Jesus’ body had been. One of them was where 
Jesus’ head had been laid. The other sat where his feet had been placed. 
They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 
“They have taken my Lord away,” she said. “I don’t know where they have put him.” Then she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there. But she didn’t realize that it was Jesus. 
He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who are you looking for?” 
She thought he was the gardener. So, she said, “Sir, did you carry him away? Tell me where you put him. 
Then I will go and get him.” 
Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 
She turned toward him. Then she cried out in the Aramaic language, “Rabboni!” Rabboni means 
Teacher. 
Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me. I have not yet ascended to the Father. Instead, go to those who 
believe in me. Tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 
Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news. She said, “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 
them that he had said these things to her. This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon    “They Left With Fear and Great Joy”     Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 
Music Meditation:              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “Rejoice, the Lord is King”  #363 GTG                          Congregation 
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Affirmation of Faith: 

Christ is Risen! 
He is Risen Indeed! 
Let us affirm together our faith. 
Life in Christ is life eternal. 
The resurrection of Jesus is the sign 
that God will consummate the work 
of creation and reconciliation beyond death 
and bring to fulfillment 
the new life begun in Christ. 
“Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.26” 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

 Invitation to the Table 
 Prayer of Great Thanksgiving 

The Words of Blessing for the Bread and the Cup 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Call to Offering 

Prayer of Dedication        
Great God, to you we give our thanks; 
your steadfast love endures forever. 
With gratitude we bring our gifts to you. 
Bless us and our gifts, that our lives 
and our resources may be a source 
of healing and hope, of joy and 
justice in our world. Amen. 

* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn     “Christ the Lord is Risen Today #245 GTG                     Congregation 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude   “Glorify Thy Name”         Noah Davis 

Father, we love you, we worship and adore you, glorify thy name in all the earth; 
glorify thy name, glorify thy name, glorify thy name in all the earth.  
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