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 Welcome and Announcements                         Liturgist 
Prelude                     Noah Davis 
Choir Introit 
Call to Worship-Responsive                         Liturgist 

Liturgist: The Lord hears our cries for mercy. 
All:  Because God listens to our cries, 
  we will call on God as long as we live. 
Liturgist: What can we give back to God 
  for God’s faithfulness? 
All:  We lift up the cup of salvation. 
Liturgist: We call on God’s name. 
All:  We make promises to God 
  in the presence of all God’s people. 
Liturgist: Let us worship God! 

Opening Prayer  

Humble God, 
you are the creator of the universe, and yet, 
in Christ you became a servant to all. 
You offered yourself to us, washed our feet, 
and called us to follow you. 
In our effort to heed your call, 
we ask that you wash us clean 
and grant us the courage to give ourselves to others 
just as you have done for us, 
that your love might be known 
and your story of sacrifice told. Amen. 

* Opening Hymn  “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” #327  GTG           Congregation 
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 * Call to Confession                 Liturgist 
With extravagant love and generous hospitality, 
Jesus Christ invites us to confess our sins 
and set down our burdens, 
so that we may receive the fullness 
of all he seeks to give. 

* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

O God, in the breaking of the bread 
and the pouring of the wine, 
we become aware of the depth 
of your self-giving love; 
we see our own failures 
to live as people fed by you. 
In a world hungry for food 
and thirsty for compassion, 
we are often stingy and hard-hearted. 
We make our tables exclusive 
and share only with those we like. 
Forgive our selfishness 
and have mercy upon us. 
Give us glad and generous hearts, 
so that we may give freely, 
following the example of Jesus. 

* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

In word, in deed, in love that never quits, 
Jesus Christ has done for us 
what we could never do for ourselves. 
This is good news! 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 

*Responding to Grace     “Gloria Patri” #581 GTG                        Congregation 

Time With Young Disciples        
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Prayer for Illumination               Liturgist 
O Lord of light and salvation, 
let these words of Scripture 
live not only in our mouths, 
but in our hearts, 
that we will embody your truth 
and confess with our lives 
that Jesus is Lord. Amen. 

First Scripture Reading  Psalm 23             Liturgist 
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
   He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
he leads me beside still waters; 
   he restores my soul. 
He leads me in right paths 
   for his name’s sake. 

Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
   I fear no evil; 
for you are with me; 
   your rod and your staff— 
   they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me 
   in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; 
   my cup overflows. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
   all the days of my life, 
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 
   my whole life long. 

The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God! 

Anthem               Choir 
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Second Scripture Reading Acts 9:36-43       Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 
Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted 
to good works and acts of charity. At that time, she became ill and died. When they had washed her, 
they laid her in a room upstairs. Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was 
there, sent two men to him with the request, ‘Please come to us without delay.’ So, Peter got up and 
went with them; and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside 
him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with 
them. Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and 
said, ‘Tabitha, get up.’ Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. He gave her his hand 
and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some time with a 
certain Simon, a tanner. The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God! 

Gospel Reading   John 10:22-30         Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking 
in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So, the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long 
will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’ Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, 
and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, 
because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. What my 
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The 
Father and I are one.’ The Word of the Lord, Thanks be to God! 

Sermon    “Creating Our Own Suspense”       Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Music Meditation:              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “The Church’s One Foundation”  #321 GTG                  Congregation 

Joys & Concerns 

Call to Offering        
* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn     “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” #65 GTG               Congregation 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude   “He Is Lord”                Congregation 
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HE IS LORD 
 

He is Lord, He is Lord! He is risen from the dead and He 
is Lord! Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess 

That Jesus Christ is Lord! 
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