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Welcome and Announcements              Kathy Loviska, Liturgist 
Prelude                     Noah Davis 
Choir Introit                               Congregation 
Call to Worship-Responsive:                         Liturgist 

Liturgist: Give ear to our cries, O Shepherd of Israel; 
All:  let your face shine, and save us. 
Liturgist: Though we’ve been fed the bread of tears, 
All:  let your face shine, and save us. 
Liturgist: Though our enemies rise up, 
  though we feel consumed and surrounded, 
All:  let your face shine, and save us. 
Liturgist: Awaken your might; lead us gently in your light. 
All:  Restore us, O God, so that we might be saved. Amen. 

Opening Prayer: 

Loving Shepherd, 
as we draw closer to the feast of Christmas, 
remind us again how to heed your will. 
Help us to hear when you call. 
Help us to follow where you lead. 
Help us to trust your rod and staff. 
Hold us closely in your care as we  
anticipate the coming gift of Christ. Amen. 

* Opening Hymn  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” #121  GTG              Congregation 
* Call to Confession                 Liturgist 
In our waiting and preparation, 
we come to rest, again, at the foot of the cross. 
Even in this season of anticipation, 
we see the fullness of God’s promised redemption 
in the waters of baptism. 
As those who are fully known and redeemed, 
we confess our sin before God and one another. 
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* Prayer of Confession                   Congregation 

O God, giver of all good gifts, 
we come before you as children 
in need of your wisdom and grace. 
Our fears and our hopes are braided together 
in the rhythm of daily life. 
Our visions of the future 
depend on our own hands and ability. 
Our expectations remain reasonable 
and within our control. 
Break into this tangle of fear and hope, 
bringing peace to our souls. 
Break into our vision of the future, 
returning us to your hands. 
Break into our expectations, 
awakening us with curiosity and wonder; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

* Time of Silence for Personal Prayers of Confession 

*Assurance of Pardon                  Liturgist 

Christ’s coming is certain. 
God’s promise is true. 
Trust in the transformational power 
of God’s forgiveness 
and receive the gift of God’s love. 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven! 
Thanks be to God. 

*Responding to Grace:     “Gloria from Angels we Have Heard on High”           Congregation 

Lighting of the Candle of Joy: 

Choir Sings:     “Light Three Candles” 

Davis’:   Today, we light three candles, remembering that God incites us all.  

All:  We respond and will continue to prepare our hearts, minds, and souls in this holy  
  season of Advent. 

Davis’: As we prepare our worship and living spaces for the coming of Jesus this Christmas, 
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All:  May we share in God’s generosity and invite all people to share in God’s love. 

Davis’: Let us pray. Almighty God, the maker of all that is and all that will be, we celebrate you  
  this advent. We praise you for this season, to reflect, to remember, and to act on the  
  goodness of your love. As we act on your invitation, and plan for the coming of Jesus  
  Christ, we pray you guide our preparation, that we would open our hearts and homes to 
  welcome you. We pray this all in the name of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, Amen 

Choir Sings:   “Light Four Candles” 

Lighting of the Candle of Love: 

Hanson’s: Today, we light four candles, remembering that God has invited us all.  

All:  We respond and accept God’s welcome, in the hopes of welcoming all the world.  

Hanson’s: May we welcome all of God’s children as enthusiastically as we welcome Jesus. 

All:  May we share in God’s generosity and invite all people to share in God’s love.  

Hanson’s: Almighty God, we pray that as we reflect on these candles and what they represent, that  
  we would be filled with hope, joy, peace and Love. We pray that as we reflect on what  
  each of these blessing mean in our life, that we would bear them to all your creation. Let 
  us be beacons of your light to all around. May your Spirit fill us, and guide us as we  
  welcome Jesus Christ. Amen 

Time With Young Disciples                   Congregation 

Prayer for Illumination 

Almighty God of Hope, 
We pray that as we hear these ancient words 
That you would surround us with 
understanding and knowledge.  
Let your words fill us with understanding 
And guide the meditations of this day. 
Amen! 
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 First Scripture Reading:  Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
   shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
   O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, 
   he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; 
   you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 
Do not fear, O Zion; 
   do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
   a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
   he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
   as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
   so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
I will deal with all your oppressors 
   at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
   and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
   and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you home, 
   at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
   among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
   before your eyes, says the Lord. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks Be To God. 

Special Music: Mary Did You Know                                Asher Neville 
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 Second Scripture Reading: Luke 1:39-55 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in 
her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you 
among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the 
mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my 
womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was 
spoken to her by the Lord.’ 

Mary’s Song of Praise 

And Mary said, 
‘My soul magnifies the Lord, 
   and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
   Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 
   and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him 
   from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; 
   he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, 
   and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, 
   and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, 
   in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, 
   to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.’ 

Sermon    “Welcoming the Messiah”       Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Music Meditation:              Noah Davis 

* Sermon Hymn   “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” #119 GTG             Congregation 

Joys and Concerns 
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 Call to Offering                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

Prayer of Dedication                           Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Doxology                                             Congregation 

* Closing Hymn     “What Child is This”  #145 GTG                       Congregation 

* Charge, Benediction                    Rev. Nathaniel Asperger 

* Congregational Postlude:   “Rejoice, Rejoice”                      Noah Davis 
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GLORIA FROM ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
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