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From Pastor Brant… 

For a child has been born for us, 

 A son given to us; 

Authority rests upon his shoulders; 

 And his is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. 

--Isaiah 9:6 

I imagine that for some of you your Christmas celebration includes listening to Handel’s Messiah.  

Even if you don’t you are probably familiar with this passage from Isaiah in which the early church 

saw the promise for a messiah, understood to be fulfilled by Jesus.  Walter Brueggemann, in his 

Advent Study, Names for the Messiah, explores these four names, which help us understand both the 

expectations the people had for the title, and the ways in which Jesus fulfills them.  This passage has 

its initial setting in the community of faith in the time of the prophet Isaiah, the 8th century, BCE, 

probably for the coronation of King Hezekiah.  This would have been a time of anticipation of peace 

and prosperity in the regime.  The expression of this anticipation “would have been as extravagant 

and excessive as such occasions are, not unlike the political speeches of promise with which we are 

familiar….”  The great hope contained within it is the end of the experience of oppression from which 

the people of Judah had suffered during the time of imperial oppression under Assyria.  They will be 

set free to recreate a kingdom of justice and righteousness. 

 

In exploring the first title, “Wonderful Counselor,” it is helpful to point out that Handel put his 

comma in the wrong place, as the “Wonderful” is not to be separate from the “Counselor”, but is to 

be an adjective that directly describes this Counselor.  The term counselor “refers to the exercise of 

governance, the capacity to administer, to plan, and to execute policy.”  The new king is expected to 

set into places policies and rules that will benefit the whole community, repairing the damage done 

by the oppression, restoring the relationships that have been broken by the injustice that has been 

carried out.  That this new king will be wonderful speaks to just how extraordinary his plans and 
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policies will be, “a big surprise that goes beyond all the usual conventions of political power and 

practice.”  Though Hezekiah’s regime was able to survive the attack of the Assyrian army, he did not 

fulfill the prophecy offered to us in this passage. 

 

When Jesus entered the scene, the deep compassion and wisdom he demonstrated invited those 

who surrounded him to wonder whether or not this man was the fulfillment of the prophet’s vision 

from centuries before.  Through his teachings, he astonished his listeners with a sense of authority 

very different from the religious “counselors” of his time.  Through his healings, he brought 

wholeness to the broken and the discarded, and healed and elevated them so that they could see 

that what seemed to be impossible with people was possible when God was present.  He too came 

into a situation of oppression, as Rome had the people of Judah by the neck.  Many hoped Jesus 

would be the Wonderful Counselor by being a political leader, a king who would fulfill the role of 

messiah by defeating this empire, but this is clearly not how Jesus understood his role.   His only 

sword would be a sword of truth, one that cuts people to the heart, empowering them to see exactly 

who they are, and more importantly, who they could be, a force for amazing goodness.  Jesus is the 

Wonderful Counselor because he guides us towards a life that is abundant and full.  Jesus is the 

Wonderful Counselor because he leads us to see the power of God loose in the world bringing 

liberation and wholeness to all who are open to experience it.  Perhaps what is most wonderful, is 

that Jesus offers to all who choose to follow him, this same wonderful power.  When we dare to trust 

his guidance, when we dare to believe his teachings that the power of God is given to us through 

God’s Spirit, then we too can behold this wonderful transformative power.  The power to mend 

relationships, the power to restore people to positions of status and worth, the power to create 

greater justice and righteousness in the land, the power to give up our selfish concerns for a more 

meaningful existence, this is what is offered to us through this Wonderful Counselor. 

This week we have had something wonderful happen for us.  On Sunday we approved the selling of 

the manse.  On Monday we were notified that an offer had been made to purchase it.  On Tuesday 

the presbytery approved the sale and later a contract for sale was signed.  The closing might happen 

before the end of the year.  It seems to me the timing indicates God is at work in this.  Through the 

sale of the manse God has wonderfully blessed us with an abundance.  Through this God has 

empowered us and challenged us to demonstrate to our community how we are led by a Wonderful 

Counselor.  How do you think God would want us to use this for God’s glory in our ministries?  

Where is the situation into which you believe God’s Spirit is inviting us to intervene with not only our 

financial, but also our real assets and our time and energy?  In this season of Advent, where we 

proclaim a wonderful light in the face of darkness, ask God to guide you to discern how we can 

demonstrate the wonderful power of God. 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given,… and his name shall be called, Wonderful 

Counselor!  

Brant 
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In Person Worship Suspended Until Further Notice 

At its meeting on Tuesday, November 17th, in light of the increased number of people contracting 

the virus, and the recommendations of both the state’s health department and the presbytery 

council, the session acted to suspend in person worship until the way be clear for us to resume 

safely.   

 

The Sunday Worship service will continue to be broadcasted on our YouTube Channel, CTC Saginaw, 

premiering at 10:30 am, and will also be available on our FaceBook page later on Sunday afternoon.   

This is a difficult time to make this decision as we move into the celebrations of Thanksgiving, the 

Season of Advent, and of course, Christmas.  We are working to include as many elements of the 

season into our services as we can.  Please let us know what additional items you would like to 

include through either emails or letters. 

 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper, Christmas Eve 

During our worship on Christmas Eve we will be celebrating the Lord’s Supper.  You are invited once 

again to gather before you the elements of the bread and the cup so that you might fully participate 

in this sacred celebration. 

 

A Weary World, Wednesday Evenings on our YouTube Channel, 6:30 pm 

For the first three Wednesdays in December, we will be using “A Weary World; Reflections for a Blue 

Christmas,” by Kathy Escobar.  In this season of Christmas, a season that will be not like any 

Christmas season we have experienced before, we are taking the opportunity to reflect on the losses 

we are enduring, trusting that as we search for Christ in the midst of the sadness, Christ will see us 

through them to a place of joy.  The first theme will be “Honoring Reality,” and in this presentation 

you are invited to light a candle for “each reality you want to honor,” that is each person or situation 

on your heart for which you feel sadness.  If you would like to participate in this, please have some 

candles ready.  Also you will be asked to create for yourself a mantra, a short expression that speaks 

hope to your heart and mind, that you can easily repeat to yourself when you find yourself touched 

by sadness.   

Blue Christmas Service, December 21st, on our YouTube Channel, 6:30 pm  

December 21st is the longest night of the year and traditionally a time when we remember the many 

people for whom the Christmas season is difficult.  Tragedy, isolation, loved ones no longer present, 

these rob many of the joy that is supposed to be a part of the season.  Into this darkness we pray for 

the light of Christ to come.  On this day, for this service, we will lift up our stories of loss and express 

our hope that in the darkest of times Christ comes to comfort us and empower us for lives of 

compassionate service.  If you have a story of a difficult Christmas, and would be willing to share it 

briefly for either an audio or video recording, or you want to offer it anonymously, please contact 

Brant so that arrangements can be made.   

Offering Envelopes will be available to be picked up on Wednesday, Dec. 9th. 

Because we will not be meeting in person for the time being, Lori Halase will be making the boxes of 

offering envelopes available during the week for pickup, starting on December 9th.  To pick yours up, 
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please first call the church office to make an appointment to ensure both that someone will be here 

to unlock the door for you, and to pick up your offering envelope if you want to drop it off, and also 

to help us keep the number of people coming into the church building manageable.  The boxes will 

be on the table on the left side as you come in the East door, each one in its own plastic bag.  Please 

wear a mask as you enter, and exit as quickly as you can. 

Ode to Countryside Trinity Church, written by Dorothy Hughes 

These stanzas are excerpts from the poem “Ode to Countryside Trinity Church”, which was written by 

Dorothy Hughes.  In them, she expresses her thanks and praise to God for the blessings she has 

received since joining us from Warren Avenue.  She also lifts us up in prayer while we are away from 

each other, especially in this holiday season.  Thanks Dodo for this gift of love. 

 

 “When an old door closes, God opens another 

And two become one, brother to brother 

So enter our portals with kindness and prayer 

Our hopes and desires and sorrows to share. 

 

The fellowship, the kindness, the love of all 

Is here and present within these walls. 

A fine place to worship our God and our King 

In praise of our God let our voices ring.” 

 

“This year: 2020! Will it ever end? 

We are lonely and isolated, losing family and friends 

To a silent pandemic we can’t comprehend 

Mother Nature and God are warning us: Beware! 

Our people and planet need much better care 

 

We have a deep faith that God will provide 

The courage and faith for us to survive 

He will not desert us in our hours of need 

Our unshakable faith will sustain us, indeed. 

 

Let us all hope that there’ll soon come a day 

When we can gather together to sing and to pray 

Until that day comes, we hold out our hopes 

For good will and good health for all of our folks.” 
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PROTOCOLS FOR COUNTRYSIDE TRINITY CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

In an abundance of caution and until it is safe to relax these procedures, the following protocols will 

be required before entering the building: 

1. Appointments are required.  Please call the office (989) 793-0125 to set up a convenient time 

Monday-Thursday in the mornings. 

2. Enter the building only through the east door near the office 

3. YOU MUST WEAR A MASK WHILE INSIDE THE BUILDING. Free masks are available in the 

entrance hall. 

4. Fill out the Registration Sheet on the table immediately inside the door to the left, recording 

your answers to the Screening Questionnaire and your temperature as shown on example below.  

To take your temperature, place the thermometer near your forehead and squeeze the button. 

Your temperature will show up on the screen (please note that if it is cold outside, you may need 

to place the thermometer close to a location which was covered by your coat in order to get an 

accurate reading (forearm, neck, etc).  If you are not feeling well, or your temperature is 

above 100.4° F please do not come into the church.  

 

5. Please use the hand sanitizer on your way in and on your way out. 

6. Please do not venture into the church.    

a. If dropping something off, leave it on the table. 

b. If picking something up, please arrange this in advance so it will be readily available for 

you. 

We want to make sure that we are all as safe as possible under these extreme conditions and urge 

everyone to please be careful, always wear your mask and wash your hands often.  Use hand sanitizer 

and sanitizing wipes regularly.  If you do not have a mask or need more, please let Kathy know and 

you will be provided as many as you need. 

Christian Outreach 

Please remember our local ministries during this time, 

as they work to provide additional resources to our 

community in this time of pandemic and need your 

support.  This month’s Mission of the Month is 

Christmas Food/Gift Baskets & Christmas Joy Offering. 

 

Offering Envelopes - FYI and for clarification purposes.  The colored envelopes 

(Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas etc.) that come in the box with our offering 

envelopes, are credited to the General Fund as a gift to the Church. Any money 
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for special projects (Food Baskets, Angel Tree, CROP, Blankets etc.) must be identified and placed in a 

plain envelope or special envelope provided by the cause or a designated individual.  If you have any 

questions, contact the office for clarification.  

Feeding Families - Ten (10) food cards of $50.00 each were distributed to needy families for 

Thanksgiving. Thank you all for your generosity at this tough time. For Christmas, we would like to do 

more. Please send your donations marked “Christmas Baskets”. We will buy gift cards for food and 

presents and would like to make these cards worth more – perhaps $100. Any donations left from 

Thanksgiving will be added to our Christmas funds.  We hope to insure each child will receive a gift.  

 

Christmas Joy Offering:  December 

offerings are received by both our 

denominations. You will get a Joy 

Offering envelope with your newsletter. 

These donations will be split between 

both denominations. The PCUSA use 

their monies to support leaders and 

leadership development, especially for communities of color and for Presbyterian church workers in 

their time of need. The UCC supplements pension and health insurance for low income and retirees 

and emergency funds for clergy and lay workers throughout the year.   

Women’s Association - The women will meet in the new year 2021 to determine how much and who 

will receive our monies. We have paid our budgeted expenses. 

Greeting Cards: Due to the new restrictions regarding Covid-19, Shirlee 

Scovill will NOT be selling cards for the next three weeks or until further 

notice based on Covid Guidlines.  However, she wanted me to relay that if 

you need to get something please call her or email her and maybe she can 

arrange something with you.  Her phone numbers are:  989 892-1903 (Home) 

989 327-2219 (Cell) and her email is scovillshirlee@yahoo.com.   

Facebook Prayer Group:  We have created a FB Prayer Group on our newly created FB Page.  It is a 

private group where only those who are invited can see the messages posted for those in need of 

prayer.  If you are on Facebook and would like to be invited, please call Kathy in the office so she can 

invite you to join. 

Telephone Directory: Don’t forget to let Kathy in the office know about 

any change of yours or a family member’s address, phone numbers or 

email addresses so she can update the church records and mailing lists. 

Please email changes to  countryside@ctcsaginaw.com or leave a 

message at 989 793-0125.  

These Days: We have received the October-November-December 

edition of the These Days magazine and they will be in the box outside 

the east entrance door if you would like to pick one up.   

mailto:scovillshirlee@yahoo.com
mailto:countryside@ctcsaginaw.com


7 | P a g e         C T C  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 0  N e w s l e t t e r     9 8 9  7 9 3 - 0 1 2 5  

Holiday Light Recycling Drive - Dec 1 - Jan 15 - Don’t throw out your old holiday lights - RECYCLE 

them!  Look for collection carts at the following drop-off sites: 

All proceeds benefit the CAN (Child Abuse and Neglect) Council of the Great Lakes Bay Region.  

Questions??? Call Mid Michigan Waste Authority @ (989) 781-9555. 

 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

   3   Rhashell Hunter   

   8   Garth Westendorf  

 12   Melissa Paterson (Shalhoup)  

 16   Alexa Mahan  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED       DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

17   Nancy Easlick          15   Joseph & Doris Ruth (1956) 

18   Paula Plater           24   Bruce & Patricia Denno  (1984) 

22   Ed Halase27              27   Dick & Nancy Easlick (1952) 

24   Nancy Scott  

25   Brecque Woodke 

26   Craig Gates 

 

Kochville Twp Office 

5851 Mackinaw Rd. 

Saginaw, MI 

 

 

Saginaw Twp Dps Building 

4870 Shattuck Road 

Saginaw, MI 

 

 

 

Tittabawassee Twp  

Park 

(During Freeland Light 

Show, Starting 11/27) 

9200 Midland Road 

Freeland, MI 

 

Mid Michigan Waste 

Authority 

2063 S. Miller Road 

Saginaw, MI 

St. Charles District Library 

132 S. Saginaw St. 

St. Charles, MI 

 

Wheeler Twp Office 

8510 E. Monroe Road 

Wheeler, MI 

Richland Twp Office 

1180 N. Hemlock Rd. 

Hemlock, MI 

 

 

Thomas Twp Public Safety 

Building 

8215 Shields Drive 

Saginaw, MI 
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THE OPTIMITS CLUB OF SAGINAW:  Lou Diechman wanted to let everyone know he is doing the 

“Nut Sale” on behalf of the Optimists Club again this year.  If anyone wishes to order, the available 

nuts and cost is listed below.  Just let Lou know what item number and how many you want.  You can 

call him at (989) 792-0358 or Email him at jeadie456@gmail.com Thanks. 

 

ITEM 

#  Size No. of Cost ea. 

1 Fresh Peanuts in bag 4 pound bag 

 

 $   14.00  

2 Salted peanuts in bag 4 pound bag 

 

 $   14.00  

3 White Box Peanut Clusters 1/2 pound box 

 

 $   14.00  

4 Nut Cluster's  

   

 

(Choc. coated Peanuts and 

Cashews) 1 pound box 

 

 $   21.00  

5 Whole Cashews 14 ounce Christmas Tin 

 

 $   17.00  

6 Whole Cashews 20 ounce Glass Decanter 

 

 $   22.00  

7 Whole Cashews 

32 oz Boxed Wexford 

Glass 

 

 $   30.00  

8 Mixed Nuts 2 pound Christmas Tin 

 

 $   21.00  

9 Jumbo Cashews 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   16.00  

10 Deluxe Mixed Nuts 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   16.00  

11 Mixed Nuts with Peanuts 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   12.00  

12 Pecan Halves 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   14.00  

13 Walnut Halves 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   11.00  

14 Extra Large Blanched Peanuts 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $     7.00  

15 Extra Large Redskin Peanuts 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $     7.00  

16 Natural Pistachios 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $   11.00  

17 Traditional Hard Candy 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $     9.00  

18 Christmas Non Pareils 1 pound clear plastic bag 

 

 $     9.00  

19 Dark Chocolate Thin mints 7 ounce box 

 

 $   12.00  

20 Cashews 16 oz clear acetate cover 

 

 $   21.00  

21 Fancy Mixed Nuts 16 oz clear acetate cover 

 

 $   21.00  

     

 

Total Order Number of items 

  

mailto:jeadie456@gmail.com

